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NATIVITY, 2016

"And the angcl said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bringyou gooc] ticlings of greatjogJ which shall
be to all Pcople. For unto you is born this c]ay in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." (k. 2, 10-1)

Dear brothers and sisters,

with these words the angel of God revealed to the world the greatest Aag in the historg of mankind;
not onlg the greatest to the Prcsent, but until the end of the world. The descendants of the first man, Adam,
waited for this dag. Prophcts of the Old Testament foretold of Him, the righteous sighcd with hoPe, all awaiting
the One who will wiPe away the tears from their eyes. (Rev. 7, 17) And when the fulness of time came (Gal. 4, 4),
the One whom everyone longccl, and waited, for had arrived. The Saviour revealed Himself. In the city of David,
Bethlehem, the most pure Virgin gives birthto a godlg babe. And that silent night, where nobodg was outside the
city except the shcplﬁerds whom were guarcling their flock, an angel of God appears sPcciFic3”3 to them, and
announces the birth of the new Sheplﬁcrcl‘

From that event, over two thousand years ago, many gcncrations have Passed on this Planc’c made }35
God. Mang clﬁangcs have transoired. However, not one evnt has remained as imPortant as ’codag's feast. The
Nativity of Christ transcends, and leaves in the shadows, cvcrything which has occurred throughout historg. Not
one battle, or natural Phenomcnon, human invention, cultural contribution, cannot be comParccl to the miracle of
the birth of the Son of God, Jesus Christ. For this Child was no rcgular child, but the Creator, King, and Saviour
of the whole world.

Tod39 we see this miracle through the Prism of faith. A child wraPPccl in the clothing of humilitg and
meekness, is in a manger, yet exerts all the g]ory of the Prc-cterna[ Father. Since then Pcoplc with different titles
have been on this Earth: rulers, Phi]osoplﬂcrs, scientists, poets, artists and Plain Pcoplc. Time has committed them
to be Forgo’cten. A mere minority of themis Prcscrvcd in libraries and archives. Not one birth is celebrated such as
that of Christ. Nobodg is so loved, even after His death, as He is loved. Take any cross and it will remind you of
Him. Not one life is described as is His. Not one book is so wiclclg read as is His Ho]9 Gospcl. Not one image is as
Frequcnt as icons of Him. And not one clcl:)iction is as rcsl:)cctc& as dcpictions of Him. Not one person which
walked on the Earth was holier than He. All of historg is set accorcling to His birthdag — before and after Christ.



He, thcrc?ore, scparatcs the I’listorg of mankind into two eras: the old and the new, or before and after Christ.
Whenever we send a letter and scribe the clatq orread a clailg newspaper, we are to be reminded of Christ. Even
those who do not believe in Him, show respect to Christ in this way. All of this confirms the words of the Ho|9
APostlc Paul that God created all througl'\ Him and ctemitg. (ch. 1, 2)

Brothers and sisters,

Thereisa story of amanwho, drivingar\ automobile alonga highwag, was startled to see a big accident
on the road. Having Parlccd his automobile, he Pu”ecl the hcavi]y irD'urcc] victim from his clcstrogccl vehicle, Placccl
him in his, and drove to the I’\osl:)ital. The victim, having lost much blood, was in dire need of a transfusion.
UnFortunatelg, there was noboclg to match his blood tgpe, except for the very man who drove him to the hospital.
The man of course donated his blood, and therefore saved a life. Take a look at the Son of God who became man
for this very reason: to give His blood to millions and millions of Pcoplc; first on Golgotha and then in the Holg
Sacrament of Communion. He gave for us, and continues to gjve, that which noboc]g has. And noboclg will ever be
able to give as He, for He is the onlg one without sin. And he did all of this because he loved us to the end. Un.
%16) Tlﬂrough Him God loves us with an eternal love, for He is love. (1Un. 4, 8) Thisis Preciscl9 WI’\H God the father
sent his Onlg Begotten Son to the world so that anyone who believes does not Perish, but has eternal life. (Un. 2,
16) “The Creation of the world manifests the great power of Go&, but the salvation of the world shows us even
greater Powcr”, says Blessed Augustine. Which slave would dare to tell his master to dress as a slave, or to take
his place as a slave? Never mind to gjve his life for that slave? That which the mind of man could not imagjne became
Possiblc for all of humanitg t]ﬂrough God.

Letus rcjoice toc]ag, dear brothers and sisters, for the heavens and earth rcjoicc. Let us be grateFul
to Him for His incarnation, humilitg, poverty, and tears which He shed for us. Let us greet Christ with all of our
bcing so that I’\eavcnlg peace may abide in us. Let us ascend with our faith, hope, and love. Know that the living
and eternal God is with us; the same God to whom bowed the wise men from the Orient, and the shcphcrcls from
Bethlehem.

Make room for Him in our hearts. What do we have from even a thousand births of Christ in Bethlehem,
if we do not prepare cover for His holg head in the very hearts he created? Most of all He loves to abide in us. 2
Cor. 3,%) And when we have Him in us, then we have hcavcnlg peace. He alone is our peace. (EPH 2,14)

Let us celebrate toclag’s feast with grcatjog, forHeis thcjog of the world and the heavens. The fruits
of our celebration should be among us who dare to call ourselves bﬂ His name, so that we may live the angclic
hgmn: “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on carth, goocl will toward men”. (Lk. 2, 14)

We would like to extend Our utmost gratituc]c to all of the benefactors of Our c]iocesc, monastcrgl
Parislﬂcs, or anyone that needed I'welp. May these sacrifices be your ghct to the God-child Christ (Mt. 2, 11). We
csPcciang appcal you to support us now, in this time of spiritual and material renewal. We I’)OPC that you will do
this for the Holg APostlc says “we should not be weary in well cloing”. (Gal. 6,9

We whole]ncartcc”g greet you with the feast of the Nativity and wish you a happg New Year with the
jogous greetings:

PEACE FROM GOD — CHRIST 1S BORN!
HAPPY AND BLESSED 2017!

Your intercessor before Christ the God-child,
BISHOP OF CANADA
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